ADOPTED - JULY 26, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 20
Introduced by the Human Services and County Services Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

RESOLUTION #22 – 349

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports the reproductive rights of all people; and 

WHEREAS, access to safe and legal abortion is a critical component of such reproductive rights; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan, via Act 328 of 1931, banned abortions, but this law was previously held unconstitutional until a United States Supreme Court decision on June 24, 2022, in Dobbs v. Jackson overturned Roe v. Wade; and

WHEREAS, as it relates to the State of Michigan’s 1931 ban on abortion, a Michigan Court of Claims Judge has issued an injunction on enforcement, which remains in effect at this time; and 

WHEREAS, some prosecutors in the state, including Ingham County Prosecutor Carol Siemon and Attorney General Dana Nessel have indicated that they will not take steps to enforce the abortion ban should the injunction be lifted; and
WHEREAS, Governor Gretchen Whitmer issued Executive Directive 2022-5, which instructed state departments not to cooperate with or assist authorities of any state in any investigation or proceeding against anyone for obtaining, providing, or assisting someone else to obtain or provide reproductive healthcare that is legal where the health care is provided; and

WHEREAS, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor issued Executive Directive 2022-02, which instructed the Lansing Police Department, consistent with Governor Whitmer’s Executive Directive 2022-5 and the decision of the Michigan courts to temporarily prevent the law from taking effect, to not interfere with anyone obtaining, providing, or assisting with reproductive healthcare until further notice; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is dedicated to the health and wellbeing of all residents. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners strongly urges the State Legislature to repeal the 1931 abortion ban in the State of Michigan. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports efforts of other elected officials to announce and support the reproductive rights and freedoms of all individuals. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Clerk transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Ingham County delegation to the State Legislature and the Governor’s Office upon adoption by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners. 

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Tennis, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Slaughter

          Nays:  Naeyaert     Absent:  Trubac     Approved  07/18/2022

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Stivers, Grebner, Peña

          Nays:  Celentino, Maiville, Naeyaert     Absent:  None     Approved  07/19/2022

